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an Austro-Serbian strife arise, we are ready, reserving our
known treaty obligations, to have mediation begin between
Austria and Russia.49
After receiving this, Lichnowsky informed Grey, who
was out of town, in a written note: "My Government
accepts your suggested mediation a quatre." 50
What was the attitude of Russia and France toward the
British mediation proposal? The Russian Ambassador
objected to it, as we learn from a despatch of Grey to
Buchanan which was suppressed from the British Blue
Book of 1914:
I told Count Benckendorff to-day of what I had said
to the German Ambassador this morning as to the possibility
of Germany, Italy, France and ourselves working together
in Vienna and St. Petersburg to secure peace after Austria
and Russia had mobilized.
Count Benckendorff was very apprehensive that what I
said would give Germany the impression that France and
England were detached from Russia.61
49 Jagow to Lichnowsky, July 25, 11:05 P.M.; KD., 192.
so BD., 145. Some writers, to prove that Germany blocked Grey's
proposal, point to the fact that it was wirelessed to the Kaiser in Norway,
who made the marginal note: "This is superfluous! Austria has already
explained to Russia, and Grey cannot propose anything else. I will
not join in—unless Austria expressly requests it, which is not likely.
In questions of honor and vital interests one does not consult others"
(K.D., 157). This marginal note, like so many of the Kaiser's annota-
tions, is interesting for a study of his psychology. But it exercised no
practical influence upon the actual course of events as far as this media-
tion proposal of Grey7s was concerned; because the German Government
had already expressed their approval through Lichnowsky, and, by the
time the marginal note reached the German Foreign Office on July 27
(ibid., note 13), the situation had already essentially changed, and Grey
had made another proposal. On this same day, July 27, the Kaiser him-
self returned to Potsdam, and was very soon ready, as indicated later, to
accept mediation on the basis of the Austrian occupation of Belgrade.
51 Grey to Buchanan, July 25; B.D., 132, and note. The note, how-
ever, is misleading in saying that, while Benckendorff demurred to Grey's
proposal, "M. Sazonov according to No. 125, was prepared to accept
the idea;" Sazonov, in B.D., 125, was talking about mediation between
Austria and Serbia, not between Austria and Russia. This letter of Grey'*

